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Turns out there is something to see: what ‘only 10% left to recover’ 
looks like for local councils and communities 
 
Australia can be proud of the close to 90% of passenger, bus and truck tyres the nation recovers, 
but the remaining 10% gap is critical to achieving national waste reduction goals, reducing carbon 
emissions and deterring tyre eco-hazards in the future.  
 
Data shows that the impact of only 10% of unrecovered tyres is still an unacceptable eco-hazard 
and, until we eliminate illegal dumping, stockpiling and rogue waste operators, we run the risk of 
going backwards. 
 
“There’s a misguided and, arguably, dangerous belief being perpetuated that we have done enough 
in the recovery of passenger, bus and truck tyres. That the job is done. That there is nothing to see 
here”, says TSA CEO Lina Goodman. 
 
“This couldn’t be further from the truth. Data provided by Snap Send Solve shows that, on any 
given day, there are at least eight reports of tyres dumped on the side of the road, in a creek, or 
the bush around Australia, with local government and communities bearing the brunt of costs and 
risks. 
 
“We’re not talking about bottles and aluminium cans that are easy to put in a wheelie bin, transport, 
and process. Tyres, like mattresses, are another logistics ball game altogether.”  
 
Here’s the reality for local councils and communities: 10% of passenger, bus and truck tyres 
unrecovered equates to 5.7 million passenger tyres not being collected each year.   
 
This is greater than the population of Queensland. Sadly, the cost is shouldered by rate payers, as 
local councils are left with precarious and costly clean ups of illegally dumped tyres and the ongoing 
risk of dangerous fires. 
 
Dumped tyres are taking up more time and more money for councils to deal with. Time and money 
used to clean up tyres is taken away from other rate payer services – like road and facility 
maintenance - to deal with tyres dumped by cowboy operators who are profiting at the cost of our 
environment and future progress. 
 
Goodman says: “Whilst we are being notified by councils and landowners across the nation of an 
increase in dumped tyres, it is councils in regional, rural and remote Australia that are 
disproportionately exposed to the excessive strain of managing dumped tyres. 
 
“These are the same communities that bear the brunt of environmental forces – such as drought 
and fire - and can ill-afford council resources being diverted from local services. It really isn’t a fair 
go.” 
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So, how do we tackle the 10%? What’s left to do?  
 
We need to face reality – to listen to and look at what the data is telling us.  
 
Snap Send Solve is a useful tool for communities to let their councils know the reality of the problem 
at a local level.  
 
Managing Director, Danny Gorog says: “Dumped tyres have a tendency to ‘multiply’ if left 
unattended for too long; and a quick ‘snap’ can be the easiest first step to preventing this 
environmental issue getting bigger. 
 
“We have over 530 councils connected to the application to receive reports on local issues, and 
we’re working hard to connect over 400,000 ‘snappers’ to provide real time alerts of illegally 
dumped tyres.”  
 
We need to learn from those that have dealt with the problem. 
 
This is a problem not isolated to Australia, the cost of dumped tyres is well documented.  
Progressive countries that have dealt with this problem have one thing in common – a regulated 
scheme and supportive policies.  
 
An ‘all-in’ structure, rather than the existing ‘opt-in’ structure, for the national tyre scheme would 
prevent industry from discharging its responsibilities to manage used tyres on to local councils and 
communities.  Globally ‘all-in’ tyre schemes with regulatory support increase the capability and 
sustainable value across the industry for all stakeholders. 
 
“We’ve learnt that ‘all-in’ schemes around the world succeed in driving a circular economy for tyres“, 
says Goodman.  
 
“The opt-in and opt-out approach of Australia’s current tyre scheme has only been able to go so 
far, and it’s not far enough. 
 
“An ‘all-in’ scheme means a fair go for everyone, which is good news for local government and 
regional, rural, and remote Australians, who currently bear the brunt of illegal dumping and 
stockpiling.   
 
“And the story gets even better for those communities where there is around 130,000 tonnes of 
mining, agriculture and other off-the-road tyres being buried in pit each year. An ‘all-in’ scheme 
would see these mining and agriculture used tyres create the opportunity for local economic growth, 
increased manufacturing, and ultimately regional jobs.” 
 
A regulated scheme is on the federal, state and territory governments’ radar, with end-of-life tyres 
included on the Federal Minister’s Product Stewardship Priority List in October 2022, telling the 
industry that if it doesn’t act, the government will. The government doubled down at the June 
Environment Ministers Meeting, agreeing to fast track a review of the Australia’s tyre stewardship 
framework. 
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Background on Tyre Stewardship Australia  

 

Australia's tyre product steward was established in 2014 to implement the national Tyre Product Stewardship 

Scheme (TPSS) – an ACCC-authorised industry framework to reduce the environmental, health and safety impacts 

of the 56 million Equivalent Passenger Units (EPUs) which reach their end of life in Australia each year. 

 

TSA’s vision is of a circular economy for end-of-life (EOL) tyres that contribute to a sustainable society. 

 

It works all along the tyre supply chain to minimise waste and increase value for government, industry, businesses, 

and consumers, by:  

 

1 Accrediting and monitoring compliance of TPSS participants – now 1,700 and counting, including 

tyre manufacturers, retailers, collectors, and recyclers who are committed to sustainable practices. 

 

2 Working with levy contributors to invest in market development initiatives – up to $9 million invested 

to date, including: 

 

• research and development  

• commercialisation of new productive uses for EOL tyres driving the transformation of a waste 

product into a useful commodity, creating new industries and jobs while reducing the 

environmental harm caused by the illegal dumping of old tyres. 

 

3 Providing a range of ESG tools and services for use by government, industry, R&D and consumers, 

including: 

 

• Foreign End Market Verification (FEMV) platform - the only global platform that verifies 

Australian-generated end-of-life-tyres are not causing environmental or social harm at their final 

destination. 

• Sustainable Outcomes Indicator star rating which drives and promotes best practice operations 

and the development and use of tyre-derived materials and products in the Australian market. 

• Circular Economy Collaborator platform which supports products manufactured in Australia 

using Australian-made tyre-derived material. 

 

 

For more information: www.tyrestewardship.org.au  

 

Media contact for TSA: Tolga Huseyin, 0499 270 038, tolga.huseyin@tyrestewardship.org.au 

 

Media contact for Snap Send Solve: Julie Situ, julie.situ@snapsendsolve.com  
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